DECLARATION

[bookmark: _GoBack]The County Attorney’s Office, is hereby applying for funding through the Iowa Attorney General-Crime Victim Assistance Division in support of Victim Witness Coordinators. Victim Witness Coordinators encourage and facilitate participation of victims and witnesses of crimes through the County Attorney’s Office. 

Victim Witness Coordinators are responsible for the delivery of a wide range of services. Services include keeping all victims and witnesses abreast of the current status of their cases. Victim Witness Coordinators provide personal support and assistance with victims and witnesses to encourage and facilitate their testimony for cases being prosecuted. 

An essential role of the Victim Witness Coordinator is to assist victims during the entire criminal justice process. The staff should act as a liaison for the victims as they interact with prosecutors, investigative staff, and court personnel. Victim Witness Coordinators are also responsible for providing necessary restitution information; and social service referrals designed to ease the burden associated with participation in criminal prosecutions.

One of the most important and basic rights of victims during prosecutions is the right to participate. Victim Witness Coordinators ensure victims are afforded this right by providing guidance and support, and by encouraging their participation in Victim Impact Statements at sentencing and other critical stages of prosecutions. 

In addition to these direct victim services, Victim Witness Coordinators work to establish strong partnerships with allied professionals, victim service providers, and leaders in the community to ensure that a comprehensive network of services and support is available for crime victims. 

Activities may include, but are not limited to:
· Providing information on victims’ rights
· Assisting with obtaining protection orders
· Providing information about the criminal justice process in its entirety including the investigation, pre-trial procedures, trial and appeal. This is done in person, by phone, or in writing.
· Providing information about the status of a criminal case.
· Providing support during legal processes including assistance with victim impact statements and restitution.
· Notification of hearing and court dates
· Assisting with compensation claims, the Safe at Home program, protective orders and victim information and notification. 
· Providing referrals to community-based victim service programs and other resources as appropriate

County Attorney’s Offices must use grant funds to support Victim Witness Coordinator activities. Grant funding must not supplant (replace) county funding already appropriated for a victim witness coordinator. 

I certify this organization has reviewed the requirements and will deliver services in accordance with Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) standards. In addition, I acknowledge this funding is to assist for individuals who have been hurt/harmed due to, assault, homicide/attempted homicide, child abuse, OWI crashes, elder/vulnerable adult abuse, fraud, hate crimes, identity theft, kidnapping, property crimes, robbery, human trafficking, and vehicular assault.
