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IOWA ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE  

Crime Victim Assistance Division Request for Proposals 

(RFP) for 

Family Violence Prevention and Services (FVPSA) 

American Rescue Plan (ARP) Supplemental funding 

opportunity for 

Family Violence Prevention and Services American Rescue Plan 

Supplemental Grants for COVID-19 Testing, Vaccines, and Mobile 

Health Units. This is a competitive grant.  

This funding opportunity is available for current CVAD grantees. 

 
Unfortunately, this funding opportunity has a quick turn-around time. States 
that accepted these FVPSA ARP supplemental funds agreed to a sub-award 
these funds within 90 days of receiving these federal grant awards. To this 

end, CVAD apologizes in advance for the short application turnaround time; 
however, CVAD realized the acceptance of these funds would assist Iowa with 

meeting unmet COVID Testing, Vaccines, and Mobile Health needs.  

 
THE DUE DATE FOR THIS FUNDING OPPORTUNITY IS: 

MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 2022 
 

The Period of Performance: October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2025 
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You might also want to review FVPSA’s document COVID-19 Testing, Vaccines, and Mobile 
Health Units Access Instructions. Additional information is posted on the AG’s website.  

 
1) Background Information about the FVPSA ARP Supplemental funding 

for COVID-19 Testing, Vaccines, and Mobile Health Units Access:  

On March 11, 2021, President Biden signed into law the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
(ARP), an economic stimulus bill designed to speed up America’s recovery from the economic 
and health effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. With the passage of this bill, the Family Violence 
Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) has received a historic investment in domestic violence 
shelters, supportive services, tribes, and culturally specific programs.  

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARP) provides $47.8 billion in funding to the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) to detect, diagnose, trace, monitor, and mitigate SARS-
CoV-2 and COVID-19 infections, and related strategies to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 

Specified activities under this initiative: include implementing a national strategy for testing, 
contact tracing, surveillance, and mitigation; providing technical assistance, guidance, support, 
and grants or cooperative agreements to states, localities, and territories for activities to detect, 
diagnose, trace, monitor, and mitigate COVID-19 infections; supporting the development, 
manufacturing, procurement, distribution, administration of tests, including supplies necessary 
for administration such as personal protective equipment (PPE); establishing and expanding 
federal, state, local, or territorial testing and contact tracing capabilities, including investments in 
laboratory capacity, community-based testing sites, and mobile testing units, particularly in 
medically underserved areas; enhancing IT, data modernization, and reporting; awarding grants, 
cooperative agreements, or contracts with state, local, and territorial public health departments to 
establish, expand, and sustain a public health workforce; and covering administrative and 
program support costs.  

Federal Authorization: On July 12, 2021, the Secretary of HHS authorized the Family Violence 
Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) to receive a historic investment of $550 million of the 
$47.8 billion, to assist states, territories, and tribes with providing access to COVID-19 testing, 
vaccines, and mobile health units for domestic violence shelters, domestic violence programs, 
tribes, rural communities, culturally specific programs, and underserved communities. 

2) Statement of Purpose/Overall Objectives:   

What is the purpose of the ARP COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and mobile health 
units supplemental funding Under this CVAD Request for Proposal?   

The purpose of these funds is to prevent, prepare for, and respond to COVID-19 with an 
intentional focus on increasing access to COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and mobile health units to 
mitigate the spread of this virus, and increase supports for domestic violence survivors. Within 
these parameters, grant recipients have the flexibility to determine which services best support 
the needs of survivors, children, and families experiencing family violence, domestic violence, 
and dating violence. Additional purposes of the funds are to allow for increase voluntary access 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fysb/3_fvpsa-550-million-arp-covid-testing-vaccines-mobile-health-units-program-instruction-memo-10-25-21.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fysb/3_fvpsa-550-million-arp-covid-testing-vaccines-mobile-health-units-program-instruction-memo-10-25-21.pdf
https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/for-crime-victims/victim-services-support-program/current-funded-new-initiative-programs
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to COVID-19 testing and vaccines, increase access to place-based health care for survivors, and 
improved safety and wellbeing outcomes for survivors and children.  

Domestic violence is a significant public health issue for survivors and their dependents. 
Therefore, the implementation of this supplemental funding aligns with the FVPSA definition of 
supportive services (45 CFR § 1370.2) and also aligns with medical advocacy and other services 
identified in FVPSA at 42 U.S.C. 10408(b)(1)(A)-(H). The COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and 
mobile health units supplemental funding provides resources for states, territories, and tribes to 
increase access to services and supports for domestic violence survivors and their dependents 
who have been impacted by the COVID-19 virus and the COVID-19 public health emergency.  
 
Expanding access to health care and supportive services increases survivor safety, as well as 
strengthens the health and wellbeing of 1.3 million survivors served by FVPSA-funded 
programs  
 
Supportive services include, but are not limited to: direct and/or referral based advocacy on 
behalf of victims and their dependents, counseling, case management, employment services, 
referrals, transportation services, legal advocacy or assistance, child care services, health, 
behavioral health and preventive health services, culturally and linguistically appropriate 
services, and other services that assist victims or their dependents in recovering from the effects 
of the violence (45 CFR § 1370.2). 
 
Mitigate COVID-19 with testing - purposes/allowable uses of funding: 

• Safe voluntary access to COVID-19 testing 
• Maintain contracts for testing to support DV programs 
• Provide funding for onsite testing and supplies for programs  
• Partner with clinics to provide testing for programs survivors   
• Contract with mobile testing unit(s) for DV programs  
• Hire COVID-19 testing consultations and mitigation teams  

Mitigate COVID-19 with access to vaccines - purposes/allowable uses of funding: 

• Safe voluntary access to COVID-19 vaccines and boosters  
• Maintain contracts to provide vaccines for DV programs  
• Partner with health departments to provide vaccine clinics for survivors 
• Contract with mobile health unit(s) to provide vaccines for survivors 
• Develop outreach materials  
• Hire COVID-19 vaccine coordinators and consultants 

Provide safe access to health care and supports - purposes/allowable uses of funding: 

• Contract with mobile health units to make regular visits to local programs or tribes to collect 
tests and administer vaccines in a variety of settings  
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• Contract with mobile health units to provide primary health care and behavioral health care 
for survivors staying in shelters, safe homes, transitional housing units, and permanent 
supportive housing 

Establish Meaningful Partnerships: 

• Establish contracts/MOUs with health centers, health care providers, local clinics, and 
health departments  

• Hire COVID-19 mitigation protocol consultants and coordinators 
• Integrate health supports into mobile advocacy services for survivors  
• Contract with doctors and nurses to make rotations at DV programs 

 

3) Scope of Work/Application Narrative and Funding Amounts:   

All applicants applying for this competitive funding opportunity under the Family Violence 
Prevention and Services American Rescue Plan Supplemental Grants for Testing, Vaccines and 
Mobile Health Units must complete the FVPSA ARP Testing, Vaccines and Mobile Health Unit 
application in IowaGVS (https://iowagvs.intelligrants.com). The application will include 5 
narrative responses or questions and a detailed budget and budget narrative.  

These 5 narrative responses and questions are as follows:  
 
Question 1: Describe how COVID has impacted your region so that someone unfamiliar 
with your region can get a sense of the need to prevent, prepare for and respond to 
COVID-19 public health emergency. 

Question 2: Given that the expected outcomes of the ARP COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and 
mobile health unit grant are to: (1) Provide safe voluntary access to COVID-19 testing, 
vaccines, and mobile health services. (2) Increase usage of mobile health units and mobile 
advocacy services for survivors. (3) Reduce the burden for DV programs that do not have 
resources and staff to support COVID-19 mitigation. (4) Increase access to health and behavioral 
health supports for survivors and children. (5) Establish meaningful partnerships between DV 
programs and health care providers. (6) Provide enhanced supportive services for survivors that 
are safe and accessible where they need them most. What are the expected goals and outcomes 
that your organization expects to achieve as a result of this funding opportunity? What are 
the specific activities you propose to engage in?   

This initiative strongly encourages the formulation of collaborative partnerships, such as those to 
help: tribes access mobile health units; DV programs partner with mobile health units to support 
survivors; doctors and nurses make regular rotations to DV programs; DV program have 
COVID-19 mitigation teams onsite; health departments provide pop-up vaccination clinics for 
DV programs; and to provide weekly access to COVID-19 testing. As mentioned previously 
increased health and formal partnership under this grant is strongly encouraged. All FVPSA 
grant sub-recipients are strongly encouraged to partner with health care providers to offer these 
services to survivors. All FVPSA grant sub-recipients are allowed and strongly encouraged to 
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establish formal agreements, MOUs, contracts, or interagency agreements with local/state health 
departments, state agencies, Indian Health Services, health centers, health care providers, mobile 
health units, and other community-based partners to provide access to testing, vaccines, and 
mobile health units for domestic violence survivors, domestic violence programs, tribes, and 
culturally specific programs in their states and local communities.  

Question 3: Given the above expectations about collaborative partnership what does 
success look like for your organization given that success under this project should include 
the formulation or establishment of collaborative partnerships? Tell us about your 
partnerships you currently have in place and those you anticipate creating in response to 
this funding. Outline names and points of contacts. Please provide any related experience 
these organizations have in public health projects or outreach to your proposed target 
population(s). 
 

Question 4: Describe your ability to implement workforce supports and capacity building 
or support the workforce efforts of grant recipients to ensure the successful 
implementation of COVID-19 related testing, vaccine access, or mobile health unit 
activities.  
 

Question 5: Include a high-level timeline for completing activities after award, including 
specifying which activities will be completed in each quarter of the 48-month period of 
performance.  

 

CVAD acknowledges since these are long term projects, revisions to awarded projects are likely 
and expected.  

Distribution of Funding and Funding Amounts:  

CVAD anticipates awarding grants, which we refer to as COVID HUB Grants in each of Iowa’s 
6 victim services regions as follows:  

Region 1 – One COVID HUB grant not to exceed $377,370 to cover the entire region 
Region 2 – One COVID HUB grant not to exceed $455,131 to cover the entire region 
Region 3 – Two COVID HUB grants each not to exceed $343,217 to cover the entire region* 
Region 4 – One COVID HUB grant not to exceed $362,614 to cover the entire region 
Region 5 – Two COVID HUB grants each not to exceed $385,607 to cover the entire region* 
Region 6 – Two COVID HUB grant each not to exceed $313,505 to cover the entire region* 
 

*Regions 3, 5 and 6 are more heavily populated and therefore, CVAD anticipates awarding two 
grants in each of these regions. The expectation is the organizations awarded funding will work 
collaboratively with each other to serve the entire region.  
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4) Outcomes Performance Standards: 

CVAD is interested in providing supplemental funding support to those programs that have a 
well thought out action plan to enhance collective goals for survivors and families to mitigate 
COVID-19 and support the continuity of survivor services and supports. Additionally, for 
organizations to provide access to health supports for those who are facing barriers and 
isolation to preventive health care. One central theme that programs need to be thoughtful 
around is how will their individual organization join in the State efforts in improving health 
and wellbeing outcomes for survivors and reduce health disparity for victims under this 
project?  Therefore, when writing required reports under this funding opportunity CVAD 
expects awarded grantees to be very detailed in sharing outcomes resulting from the funded 
projects. Having said this, reports and data collection are required under this grant. See below 
for further details and insights:  

 
Reports  
CVAD requires each successful applicant to submit regular performance data to demonstrate the 
results of the work carried out under the award.  
  
Reporting and data collection – Successful grant applicants will be required to collect and 
report on victim services data, collaboration, training, volunteers, etc. The following is not an 
exhaustive list of what you will be required to report; however, it should give you an idea of the 
information you will need to collect.  
  

• Examples of how program services assisted a crime victim/s  
• Innovative projects, program successes, and/or positive changes  

 
5) Contractual Terms and Conditions: 

The project period is from 10/01/2021 to 9/30/2025 and although this is a four-year grant only 
one disbursement will be issued for each funded program. No additional funds will be awarded 
beyond the initial first year grant award. This is a one-time funding opportunity. Funded 
programs can spend funds all in year one or have the option to carry-over funds for multiple 
years until September 30, 2025. CVAD expects that grantees will start spending funds 
immediately for the purposes and allowable cost of this grant.  

Also, CVAD funding cannot be co-mingled with any other funding opportunity. Each funding 
stream and allowable expense(s) must be kept separate and allocated appropriately. Grantees 
have at their discretion the option to accept this supplemental funding and there is not a penalty 
for not accepting this funding opportunity being offered.  

6) Deliverables: 

Although no grant funds will be disbursed in year 2, 3 or 4 under this funding opportunity 
grantees are subject to review of their continuing application, performance, and compliance for 
terms and conditions of the contract, actual use of funds, program modifications, or any other 
grounds determined by CVAD. 
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7) Who is eligible to apply for these funds:  
 
Current CVAD grantees are eligible to apply. CVAD issued an email on Wednesday, December 
22, 2021, to most of the comprehensive domestic violence victim service organizations 
announcing this funding opportunity throughout the 6 Regions of the state of Iowa. These 
grantees were deemed eligible to receive the supplemental funds under this initiative. In this 
way, these organizations have an opportunity to partner with local health departments and Indian 
Health Services to implement efforts that will help domestic violence shelters, domestic violence 
programs, and tribes have access to COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and mobile health units to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19 for domestic violence survivors and their dependents. Any 
current CVAD grantee who believes their organization has the capacity to carry out these grant 
activities is welcome to apply.  
 

8) Allowable costs under the grant: 

All FVPSA grant recipients are allowed to use the ARP COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and mobile 
health units supplemental funding for COVID-19 workforce-related expansions and supports, or 
to reimburse sub-recipients for such costs. These expenses are considered allowable costs under 
HHS regulations if the activity generating the expense and/or the expenses are necessary to 
secure and maintain adequate personnel. 

What are allowable COVID-19 testing expenses?  

COVID-19 testing, mitigation, and related expenses may include the following: 

• COVID-19 testing includes viral tests to diagnose active COVID-19 infections, antibody 
tests to diagnose past COVID-19 infections, and other tests that the Secretary and/or 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) determines appropriate in guidance.  

• Other activities to support COVID-19 testing, including planning for implementation of a 
COVID-19 testing program, providing interpreters, and translated materials for LEP 
individuals, procuring supplies to provide testing, training providers and staff on COVID-
19 testing procedures, and reporting data to HHS on COVID-19 testing activities; or 

• Supplies to provide COVID-19 testing.  

What are allowable COVID-19 vaccine expenses?  

The supplemental funding can be used for supplies and vaccine administration fees for 
administering the COVID-19 vaccine. Allowable uses of funds may include but are not limited 
to, the development and sharing of vaccine-related outreach and education materials that are 
culturally competent or linguistically appropriate. FVPSA grant recipients can use ARP COVID-
19 testing, vaccines, and mobile health units supplemental funding to contract with businesses to 
make COVID-19 vaccines, boosters, and essential health services easily accessible for survivors 
in your state or local community. Some businesses offer indoor testing, mobile buses, and mobile 
trailers that can collect tests and administer vaccines in a variety of settings. 
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What are allowable mobile health unit expenses?  

This ARP supplemental funding is intended to assist states, territories, tribes, shelters, culturally 
specific organizations, and rural communities with establishing or maintaining contracts with 
existing mobile health units operated by hospitals, medical clinics, health centers, and public 
health nonprofit organizations. This funding is intended to provide resources for contractual 
agreements with mobile health units to make regular visits each week to shelter locations, 
program locations, transitional housing locations, or tribal locations. FVPSA grant recipients are 
not expected to purchase or operate their mobile health units.  

Workforce capacity building expenses for mobile health units are expenses to secure and 
maintain adequate personnel to carry out COVID-19 testing, COVID-19 mitigation activities, or 
mobile health unit coordination activities. These expenses may include: hiring bonuses and 
retention payments, childcare, transportation subsidies, and other fringe or personal benefits 
authorized by HHS regulations. (See 45 CFR part 75) 

 
9) Process schedules/ deadline important dates and other pertinent 

Information: 
 
December 22, 2021, Grantees were notified via email regarding the availability of funds and the 
funding amount available in their region.  
 
December 28, 2021, Grantees are provided written instructions similar to the CVAD 2022 
continuing applications. January 5, 2022, an updated RFP was issued.  

 
January 31, 2022, no later than 4:30 p.m. if available, grantees wishing to accept these funds will 
submit their applications in Iowa GVS.  

February 1, 2022, CVAD begins internal grant review.  

February 7, 2022, CVAD issues subawards to grantees. 

CVAD strongly encourages interested applicants to start completing their application offline 
before entering their application into Iowa GVS. In this way, when the FVPSA ARP grant 
opportunity is available, grantees will simply enter their data into the system.   

 
Any application received after January 31, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. will not be accepted.  
 
Application – The application will be processed and made available in a similar manner as the 
CVAD FFY2022 Continuing grant funding opportunity made available in IowaGVS. 
  
The application and the required application forms will be available in the funding opportunities 
section of Iowa GVS. All applications MUST be officially submitted in Iowa GVS unless 
otherwise communicated by January 31, 2022.  
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Match is not a requirement under this funding opportunity  
 
The COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and mobile health units supplemental funding provides 
resources for states, territories, and tribes to increase access to services and supports for domestic 
violence survivors and their dependents who have been impacted by the COVID-19 virus and the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. Expanding access to health care and supportive services 
increases survivor safety, as well as strengthens the health and wellbeing of 1.3 million survivors 
served by FVPSA-funded programs every year 
 
Contact Information: To submit a question about this funding opportunity, send an e-mail 
to Regina.watts@ag.iowa. gov or call 515-281-0563. Questions can also be e-mailed to 
Lori.Miller@ag.iowa.gov. 
 
 

mailto:Lori.Miller@ag.iowa.gov

