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Iowa Supreme Court
2018-2019 Term
Jeffrey Thompson
Iowa Solicitor General
Justice Daryl Hecht

June 25, 1952 - April 3, 2019

Iowa Court of Appeals 1999 to 2006 
Supreme Court Justice 2006 to 2018

The Numbers
• 113 Cases Heard  

• 53 Civil
• 45 Criminal
• 15 Attorney Discipline

• 96 Appeals 
• 49% on “further review”

• 2 Certified Questions 
The Decisions
• 113Cases Heard
• 75 Unanimous
• 33 Divided
• 14  4 – 3
• 5 No Opinion (3 – 3 split)
The Opinions
• Total 160
• Majority 95
• Concurring 12
• Dissenting 44
• Per Curiam 13
How Long …?
• Average 87  Days
• Shortest 3 Days (Danner)
• Longest 345 Days (Behm, Leaf)
The Authors
• Total Appel (40)
• Majority Waterman (18)
• Concurring Appel (6)
• Dissent Appel (19)
The Court
• Voting Blocs [>85% agreement] (>90%)
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• A [(Appel, Wiggins) Cady] 
• B [(Mansfield, Waterman, Christensen)]

• Swing Vote in 4-3 Splits?
• Chief Justice Cady  (6 of 14) 
• Justice Mansfield    (12 of 14)  
•

Justice McDonald?
• Participated in 37 of 113 Cases Decided

• Direct Appeals Only (No Further Review)
• 27/28 resubmitted, 10/19 submitted after April 1

• 8 Opinions
• 3 Majorities  (No 4-3 splits)
• 1 Concurrence
• 4 Dissents (All Mansfield Opinions for Majority

The Iowa Constitution
• Traffic Cameras

• Behm v. City of Cedar Rapids
• Collective Bargaining

• AFSCME v State of Iowa
• Iowa State Ed. Assoc. v. State of Iowa 
•

Collective Bargaining
• SEIU Local 199 v. State of Iowa
• UE Local 893 v. State of Iowa
• UER&MW of Am. v. IPERB
Constitutional Torts

• Baldwin v. City of Estherville
• Venckus v. City of Iowa City
Just Fix it …
• Bluml v. Dee Jay’s Inc.
• Rilea v. Iowa DOT
• Good v. Iowa DHS
Odds & Ends
• Ortiz v. Lloyd Roling Constr. Co.
• City of West Liberty v. Employer’s Mut.
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